
"Forgotten Records"  
 
Potsdam University to show exhibition on Jewish sports in track and 
field in the 1920's and 1930's  
Exhibition is part of the official programme of the World Champions-
hip in Track and Field 2009, to be held in Berlin 15-23 August 2009. 
 
On the occasion of the world championship in track and field, to be 
hosted by the city of Berlin this August, the Institute for the Contem-
porary History of Sports at Potsdam University is currently preparing 
an exhibition on Jewish sports, especially track and field, during the 
Weimar Republic and the Third Reich. The exhibition will be shown in 
the "Centrum Judaicum" Berlin. The Institute is still looking for con-
temporary witnesses, as well as objects and photos illustrating this 
period in Jewish sports. 
 "Forgotten Records" will open on June 21, 2009 and will be shown un-
til August 23, 2009. It will center on the biographies of three Jewish 
female athletes: Lilli Henoch, Gretel Bergmann and Martha Jacob. The 
exhibition will, on the one hand, commemorate their outstanding 
achievements as athletes in track and field. Furthermore, the personal 
fates of these three women will illustrate the brutal destruction of Je-
wish sports as well as the racial prosecution of Jewish athletes after 
the National Socialist Party came into power in 1933. Martha Jacob was 
expelled from her home club and emigrated; Gretel Bergmann was ar-
bitrarily excluded from the Olympic Games of 1936, and then also 
emigrated; and Lilli Henoch was deported by the regime and eventually 
murdered in September 1942 in Riga. 
The multimedia-based exhibition is financed by the "Alfried Krupp von 
Bohlen und Halbach-Stiftung" and supported by the "Moses Mendels-
sohn Zentrum" in Potsdam, the "Jüdisches Museum Berlin", the "Sport-
museum Berlin", the "Zentrum deutsche Sportgeschichte Berlin-
Brandenburg", and the "Institut für Judaistik" at the Free University of 
Berlin. The project is part of a practical course for students in sports 
history at Potsdam University. 
For further details please contact bahro@uni-potsdam.de or 
jbraun@uni-potsdam.de.


